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Cultural and Ethnic Diversity

	Individual Differences
	General Characteristics
	How can I enhance the learning experience of students with special educational needs if they have these individual characteristics?

	Language and dialect


	
	

	Views about talking versus remaining silent


	
	

	Personal space


	
	

	Questions


	
	

	Waiting vs. interrupting


	
	

	Private vs. public performance

	
	

	Views about teasing

	
	

	Cooperation vs. competition

	
	

	Family relationships and expectations

	
	

	Conceptions of time

	
	

	World views
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Creating a More Multicultural Classroom Environment
	Strategies to Foster Multicultural Education
	General Characteristics
	How can I use these strategies in my classroom in order to enhance the learning experience of students with special educational needs?

	Coming to grips with our own cultural lenses

	
	

	Incorporating the values, beliefs, and traditions of many cultures into the curriculum

	
	

	Working to break down ethnic stereotypes

	
	

	Acknowledging that students may have multiple cultural affiliations

	
	

	Promoting productive interactions among students from diverse racial and ethnic groups

	
	

	Fostering democratic ideals
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Gender Differences
	Similarities and Differences
	General Characteristics
	How can I enhance the learning experience of BOYS with special educational needs if they need help in these individual characteristics?
	How can I enhance the learning experience of GIRLS with special educational needs if they need help in these individual characteristics?

	Physical activity and motor skills

	
	
	

	Cognitive and academic abilities

	
	
	

	Achievement motivation

	
	
	

	Sense of self

	
	
	

	Interpersonal behavior and relationships

	
	
	

	Classroom behavior

	
	
	

	Career aspirations

	
	
	


SUPPORTING STUDENTS AT RISK

	Strategies
	How can I use these strategies in order to enhance the learning experience of students with special educational needs who are at risk?

	Identify students at risk as early as possible

	

	Create a warm, supportive school and classroom environment

	

	Make  the curriculum relevant to students’ lives and needs

	

	Communicate high expectations for academic success

	

	Provide extra academic support

	

	Show students that they are the ones who have made success possible

	

	Encourage and facilitate identification with school

	

	Promote the use of self-regulated learning strategies

	

	Promote willingness to delay gratification

	

	Promote self-efficacy beliefs

	


